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the leader of the priestly party in Moslem Cordova. When
Hisham, in 796, fulfilled by his death the predictions of the
prophets, the entire power of the new theocracy was devoted
to the subjection of his son and successor Hakam. Suleiman
and Abdullah, the brothers of the late king, who had been
pardoned by Hisham after their rebellion at the beginning of
his reign, now rose once more against their nephew; nor did
they scruple to send envoys to Charlemagne at Aix-la-Chapelle,
entreating his assistance in their rebellion, and promising him
their support in the destruction of the Moslem monarchy. But
Charles remembered Roncesvalles, and contented himself with
dispatching his son Louis to stir up the Christians at a safe
distance in Septimania. The rebel envoys returned dissatisfied
to Spain, where Abdullah and Suleiman were soon afterwards
defeated by their nephew Hakam. Suleiman was killed in
battle, Abdullah was once more magnificently pardoned.

But if the rebellion was at an end, the Moslem ecclesiastics
were not suppressed. They were roused on the contrary to
new and vigorous action. The success of Charlemagne would
have, no doubt, justified the reconversion of the renegades
to Christianity of a peculiarly intolerant type. The success of
the king's uncles would have been a direct victory for the
mosque. Smarting under their double disappointment, they
were fain to take the matter into their own hands, and to stir
up a popular revolt in Toledo. But Hakam was more than a
match for the militant clerks. The revolt was suppressed.
The rebels were dispersed. No mercy was shown to those who
were taken in the city (805). Tahia, foiled once more in his
endeavours, now offered the throne, quite after the good old
Visigothic fashion, to one Ben Shammas, a cousin-german of
the king. But the conspiracy was betrayed by Shammas him-
self, and many of the conspirators were taken and executed
(806). A still more serious insurrection x at Toledo in 807 was
repressed with still greater severity. Many hundreds of the
conspirators were slain by order of the king in the ditch or fosse
of the castle, and the massacre by which the revolt was termi-
nated was long known and remembered as the day of the fosse.

For seven years after this dreadful example there was peace
at home in southern Spain. And then the Cordovans, undeterred
by the fate of the rebels at Toledo, rose once more at the
bidding of the bigots of the day. Tahia returned to the capital

1 Dozy, -ubi sufra, pp. 77-79.